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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 1 1786 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, CH, LA, CB 

SUBJECT: RUMORS OF PRC AID TO CAMBODIA 

1. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY PEKING FIRST SECRETARY ROGER BROWN 
PASSED CONGEN THE FOLLOWING RUMORS ABOUT PRC AID TO CAMBODIA: 

A) INDIAN EMBASSY PEKING SECOND SECRETARY SARAN TOLD BROWN 
THAT DURING KHIEU SAMPHAN'S AUGUST VISIT, PEKING HAD GIVEN 
THE CAMBODIANS $20 MILLION AS AN IMMEDIATE OUTRIGHT GRANT OF 
HARD CURRENCY, AND A COMMITMENT OF GOODS AND SERVICES AMOUNTING 
TO 2 BILLION RMB (ABOUT $1 BILLION) UNDER THE ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT. WHEN BROWN 
PRESSED HIM, SARAN ADMITTED THAT THE FIGURES WERE "UNCONFIRMED" 
AND REFUSED TO IDENTIFY HIS SOURCE. 

B) LAOTIAN EMBASSY PEKING SECOND SECRETARY VATSANA 
SOUVANNAVONG AT A DINNER FOR CONVALESCING PATHET LAO LEADER 
PHOUMI VONGVICHIT TOLD BROWN THAT THE CHINESE RAISED THE 
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QUESTION OF CONSTRUCTING A RAILWAY LINE FROM THE PRC THROUGH 
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LAOS TO CAMBODIA. 

2. WE SHARE BROWN S SKEPTICISM ABOUT THE VERACITY OF THESE 
RUMORS, BUT PASS THEM ON FOR THE DEPARTMENT S INFORMATION. 

CROSS 
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